
Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 
MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

April 7, 2020 
6:30 pm 
Agenda 

1. Adoption of Agenda

2. Minutes

a. Meeting Minutes of December 3, 2019

3. Closed Meeting Session

4. Unfinished Business

Nil

5. Development Permit Applications

a. Development Permit Application No. 2020-09
Angela Reimer, Michael Safranka
Lot 1, Block 1, Plan 1711156
Accessory Building (Bunkhouse)

b. Development Permits No. 2018-12 through 2018-14
Renewable Energy Services Ltd.
Lot 1, Block 1, Plan 111 3120, NE 22-6-29 W4M and SE 22-6-29 W4M
Wind Energy Development Permit Timeline Suspension

6. Development Reports

a. Development Officer’s Report
- Report for the months of December 2019, January to April 2, 2020

7. Correspondence

Nil

8. New Business

9. Next Regular Meeting – May 5, 2020; 6:30 pm

10. Adjournment
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Meeting Minutes of the 
Municipal Planning Commission 

December 3, 2019 6:00 pm 
Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 Administration Building 

ATTENDANCE 

Commission:  Reeve Brian Hammond, Quentin Stevick, Terry Yagos, and Member Michael Gerrand and 
Chairman Jim Welsch 

Staff: CAO Troy MacCulloch, Director of Development and Community Services Roland Milligan, 
and Financial Services and Planning Clerk Joyce Mackenzie-Grieve 

Planning 
Advisors:        ORRSC, Senior Planner Gavin Scott and Assistant Planners Hailey Winder and Max Kelly 

Absent:           Councillors Bev Everts and Rick Lemire  

Chairman Jim Welsch called the meeting to order, the time being 6:00 pm. 

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councillor Terry Yagos     19/043

Moved that the Municipal Planning Commission Agenda for December 3, 2019, be amended to
correct next meeting date to January 7, 2020.

And that the agenda be approved as amended.

Carried 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Member Michael Gerrand     19/044

Moved that the Municipal Planning Commission Meeting Minutes for October 1, 2019 be
approved as presented.

Carried 

3. CLOSED MEETING SESSION

Councillor Terry Yagos      19/045

Moved that the Municipal Planning Commission close the meeting to the public, under the
authority of the Municipal Government Act, Section 197(2.1), the time being 6:01 pm.

Carried 
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Reeve Brian Hammond     19/046 

Moved that the Municipal Planning Commission open the meeting to the public, the time being 6:54 pm.  

Carried 

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business to discuss.

5. DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATIONS

a. Development Permit Application No. 2019-40
Gero Construction Inc.
Lot 3, Block 1, Plan 8910001
Motel (Eleven Moved-In Cabins)

Reeve Brian Hammond 19/047 

Moved that Development Permit No. 2019-40, for the Motel (Eleven Moved-In Cabins), be 
approved as presented:  

1. That this development meets the minimum provisions as required in Land Use Bylaw 1289-18.
2. That the applicant enter into a Development Agreement with the municipality for the

development of that portion of Railway Street west of Third Avenue to provide access to the
parcel.

Variance(s): 

1. That a 11.75 metre (29%) Setback Distance Variance be granted, for the buildings adjacent to the
north boundary of the parcel, from the railway right-of-way north of and adjacent to Railway
Street, from the minimum 40 metre required setback, for a Setback Distance of 28.25 metres
from the railway right-of-way as required in Land Use Bylaw 1289-18.

Denied 

      Reason provided by Municipal Planning Commission: 

Development Permit 2019-40 was denied on the grounds that an 11.75 metre (29%) Setback 
Distance Variance is too large of a deviation from the Setback Distance of 40 metres as required in 
Land Use Bylaw 1289-18.   
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6. DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATIONS

b. Development Permit Application No. 2018-83 Amendment
Nova Gas Transmission Ltd.
Ptn. NE 2-10-2 W5M
Temporary Workforce Construction Camp

Councillor Quentin Stevick 19/047 

Moved that Development Permit No. 2018-83 Amendment, to allow for the addition of one further 
dormitory unit for the temporary workforce construction camp, be approved, subject to the 
following conditions, variance and Informative; 

Condition(s): 

1. That this development meets the minimum provisions as required in Land Use Bylaw 1289-18.

Informative(s): 

1. This permit is a temporary permit issued for a term of two (2) years, commencing at the date of
issue of the original permit, November 14, 2018.  If the applicant requires a further time
extension, an application will be required to be made to the development authority.

Carried 

7. DEVELOPMENT REPORT

a. Development Officer’s Report

Councillor Terry Yagos      19/048

Moved that the Development Officer’s Report, for the period October and November 2019, be
received as information.

Carried 

8. CORRESPONDENCE

Nil

9. NEW BUSINESS

Nil
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10. NEXT MEETING – January 7, 2020; 6:30 pm.

11. ADJOURNMENT

Councillor Terry Yagos 19/049 

Moved that the meeting adjourn, the time being 7:02 pm. 

Carried 

________________________________ _______________________________ 
Chairperson Jim Welsch Director of Development and Community 
Municipal Planning Commission Services Roland Milligan 

Municipal Planning Commission  





Recommendation to Municipal Planning Commission

Presented to: Municipal Planning Commission         Page 2 of 3 
Date of Meeting: April 7, 2020 

- On January 14, 2020, a registered letter was sent to the landowner to inform them of the required
permitting process.

- The applicant submitted Development Permit Application No. 2020-09 (Attachment No. 1) with
associated fee.

- The building is being used as a bunkhouse for sleeping purposes.
- A site plan has been prepared showing the location of the building on the parcel (Attachment No. 3).
- The building is located approximately 10.5 meters from the west edge of Range Road 1-5.  The road is

a Local Road on the Road Classification map but does not received year round service.
- This application is in front of the MPC because:

- Within the Agricultural Land Use District, the required setback from a municipal road is 30
meters.  The applicant is therefore requesting a 19.5 meter variance of the 30 meter setback
requirement.

- All other required setbacks comply with the LUB.
- The applicant has also submitted a letter stating the reasons for locating the building at the current

location (Attachment No. 4).
- When they purchased the home in June of 2019, they found that they could not develop

bedrooms in the basement due to flooding issues.
- The drainage on the parcel restricted the locations it could be placed.
- Reduced cost of supplying power to the building.
- Did not want to block off access to the garage.
- Did not want to block view of the mountains.
- They have so few acres that they do not want to develop too much of the agricultural land.
- They see this as a temporary use of the building.  They are stating that it would be removed

within five years.
- Notification letters were sent to the adjacent neighbours.  At the time of preparing this report, no

responses had been received.
- The permit was circulated to the Public Works Superintendent for comment.  A site inspection was

done on March 13, 2020. The following are the Superintendent’s comments:
o I went to have a look at location this morning and I don’t have any concern.  In normal

circumstances, drifting on the road right away would be a concern but the building is
sitting on the east side of a Barn/Garage and the house, which would catch most of the
wind and snow.
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Location of Proposed Development 

Location of Development 



Attachment No. 1



Attachment No. 1



Attachment No. 1



.�:,�) 
1-,t 

. , 

_J 

Roll: 3416.010 Alt. Key: 

Legal: 1711156 1 1 SE-6-7-1-5 
Address: 1 Mile South of Landflll 7002 RR 15 

Prop. Desc: 

Irrage Date: 10-22-2019 

Irrage Type: Photo 

Irrage Desc: Photo 

Default: No 

Irrage Date: 10-22-2019 

Irrage Type: Photo 

Irrage Desc: Photo 

Default: No 

Printed on 10-23-2019 12:39: 12 PM by OOUGJ Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 

Image Report 

Land Area: 7.02 Acres 

Subdivision: 

Market 30 Dlv.3 West of PC 

Zoning: Agricultural 

Property Type: 

Econorric Zone: 

As of: 10-23-2019 
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Recommendation to Municipal Planning Commission 

TITLE: 

Applicant: 
Location 

Division: 
Zoning: 
Development: 

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS No. 2018-12 Through 
2018-14 (McLaughlin Wind Farm ) 
Renewable Energy Services Ltd. 

Lot 1, Block 1, Plan 111 3120, NE 22-6-29 W4M, and 
SE 22-6-29 W4M 
2 

Wind Farm Industrial (WFI) 
Approved Wind Farm 

PREPARED BY: Roland Milligan DATE: March 26, 2020 

DEPARTMENT: Planning and Development 

1----------+--+----------1 ATTACHMENTS: 
Signature: 

,.. 

Department Director 

1. Letter From Applicant
2. AUC Decision
3. AESO Project Change
4. GIS Map of Wind Farm

APPROVALS: 

�/4 
Date Date 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That pursuant to Section 57.19 (d) of Land Use Bylaw 1289-18, the Municipal Planning 
Commission grants a two (2) year suspension of the five year maximum development timeline to 
April 7, 2020. 

BACKGROUND: 
- On March 16, 2020, the MD received a letter from Renewable Energy Services Ltd. Requesting

a development permit timeline suspension request for the McLaughlin Wind Farm (Attachment

No.1).
- The applicant outlines the reasons for the request for the timeline suspension within the above

letter also.
- The applicant has also supplied a decision by the Alberta Utilities Commission agreeing to a

time extension (Attachment No. 2).
- The applicant has also provided a Project Change Proposal that indicates a facility in-service

date of November 30, 2022. This proposal has been approved by the Alberta Electric System
Operator (Attachment No. 3)

Presented to: Municipal Planning Commission 
Date of Meeting: April 7, 2020 

Page 1 of 3 
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Date of Meeting: April 7, 2020 

- The McLaughlin wind farm was issued Development Permits Nos. 2018-12 through 2018-14 on

April 3, 2018.

- This is an eleven turbine wind farm located east of the Town of Pincher Creek (Attachment No. 4).

Pursuant to LUB Section 57.19, A Category 3 WECS development permit shall have a maximum
five (5) year development time line as outlined in subsections (a), (b) and (c) below. 

(a) Commencement of construction shall occur within two (2) years of the issuance of the

development permit. A time extension as described in (c) or a timeline suspension as

described in (d) must be applied for prior to the expiration of the two (2) year commencement

of construction period;

(b) Construction shall be completed within two (2) years of commencement of construction. The

one (1) year time extension described in (c) may be granted by MPC provided it was not

previously granted under subsection (a). A time extension as described in (c) or a timeline

suspension as described in (d) must be applied for prior to the expiration of the two (2) year

construction period;

(c) A time extension considered by MPC in (a) and (b) may be approved for a single one (1)

year term and the applicant must provide reasons why the extension is necessary;

(d) The MPC may consider suspending the five (5) year timeline described above in cases where

a development hardship is proven to the satisfaction of MPC. The MPC shall specify the

duration of any timeline suspension as part of the approval.

(e) The development permit shall expire if the suspension period in (d) is not granted or any

period described in (a), (b) (c) or (d) lapses.

- As the applicant cannot commence the construction of the project within the two (2) year

requirement of the issuance of the permits, the applicant is requesting that the Municipal Planning

Commission, pursuant to Section 57.19(d), grant a two (2) year suspension of the of the five year

maximum development permit validity timeline as outlined in the LUB.
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Location of the McLaughlin Wind Farm 

McLaughlin Wind Farm 
Project Lands 



Renewable Energy Services Limited 
P.O. Box 38 
Lower Sackville, NS B4C 2S8 
Phone: (902) 442‐8195 

March 13th, 2020 

Municipal District of Pincher Creek No.9 
1037 Herron Avenue,  
Pincher Creek, AB T0K 1W0 

ATTENTION:   Mr. Roland Milligan 
Director of Development and Community Services 

RE:  REQUEST FOR TIMELINE SUSPENSION UNDER SECTION 57.19 (d) 

Dear Roland, 

Renewable Energy Services Limited (RESL) is requesting the MPC grant a timeline suspension for the 
McLaughlin Wind Farm development under Section 57.19 (d) of the Land use Bylaw. 

RESL received Power Plant Approval# 1976‐D02‐2018 and the Substation Permit and License# 1976‐D03‐
2018 for the McLaughlin Wind Power Project on February 23rd, 2018.  The NID amendment was filed June 
20th, 2019 and the Facility Application amendment was filed the day after, on June 21st, 2019.  The NID 
Approval# 21169‐D02‐2019, Transmission Permit and License# 21169‐D03‐2019 and the Connection 
Order# 21169‐D04‐2019 were not granted by the AUC until August 16th, 2019.   

RESL could not move forward with the Project until the NID Approval# 21169‐D02‐2019, Transmission 
Permit and License# 21169‐D03‐2019 and the Connection Order# 21169‐D04‐2019 were granted by the 
AUC. Due to the uncertainty of when the approvals would be received and the risk of delay caused by a 
potential public hearing related to the Facility Application, RESL was unable to finalize commercial 
arrangements for the Project.  

Additionally, final design, equipment supplier and construction agreements could not be concluded and as 
a result, delays surrounding the supply of equipment and the scheduling of construction activities were 
identified. Upon review, RESL realized the December 31st, 2020 completion date was no longer feasible and 
subsequently filed a two‐year extension request to the AUC on April 8th, 2019 and a Project Change 
Proposal Form to the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) to change the ISD from November 30, 2020 
to November 30, 2022. 

On October 24, 2019 RESL received the decision from the AUC approving the two‐year time extension. As 
outlined in the Decision Summary, the Commission states "… the Commission finds that the approval of the 
timeline extension is in the public interest having regard to its social, economic, and other effects, including 
its effect on the environment." Furthermore, on November 19, 2020 RESL received approval from the AESO 
changing the ISD to November 30, 2022.  

Therefore, given the circumstances outlined above, RESL further recognizes that construction of the wind 

farm can not begin within two (2) years of the issuance of the development permits. As such, RESL formally 

Attachment No. 1



requests the MPC consider a timeline suspension to align the Development Permit(s) and other Project 

construction milestone completion dates with the revised ISD. 

Please feel free to contact me at 902‐631‐4441 or by email at parchibald@resl.ca if you have any questions 

or require any additional information.  

Sincerely, 
Peter Archibald 
Engineering & Construction Manager 
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PROPOSED REVISED PROJECT SCHEDULED MILESTONES: 

Scheduled Milestone Description  Completion Date 

AUC Application 24843 registered for McLaughlin Wind Power Project 
Time Extension 

August 29, 2019  

Two‐year extension granted by the AUC  October 24, 2019 

Finalize Commercial Arrangements  June 30, 2020 

Finalize Detailed Substation and Collector System \ Foundation \ Civil 
Engineering & Design 

December 31, 2020 

RFP / BOM Documents, Contract Execution  March 31, 2021 

Site Construction (Start)  May 1, 2021 

Substation Construction (Start)  July 30, 2021 

Generator Construction & Testing / Commissioning (Start)  May 1, 2022 

Substation Construction, including Communication system & RAS 
(End) 

September 30, 2022 

Project ISD (Collector Sub Connected to Grid)  November 30, 2022 

Generator Construction & Testing / Commissioning (End)  December 16, 2022 

Commercial Operation Date  December 31, 2022 

Generator Major Equipment Milestones  Ordering Date  Delivery to Site Date 

Wind turbines (12‐14 months)  January 2021  March 2022 

Substation transformer (12‐14 months) 

 138/34.5‐kilovolt (kV), 50/67/83 MVA
Transformer: approx. 12‐14 months

March 2021  May 2022 
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Decision 24843-D01-2019 

Renewable Energy Services Ltd. 

McLaughlin Wind Power Project Time Extension 

October 24, 2019 
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Alberta Utilities Commission 
Decision 24843-D01-2019  
Renewable Energy Services Ltd.  
McLaughlin Wind Power Project Time Extension 
Proceeding 24843 
Applications 24843-A001 and 24843-A002 

October 24, 2019 

Published by the: 
Alberta Utilities Commission 
Eau Claire Tower 
1400, 600 Third Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta  T2P 0G5 

Telephone: 310-4AUC (310-4282) in Alberta 
1-833-511-4AUC (1-833-511-4282) outside Alberta

Email: info@auc.ab.ca 
Website: www.auc.ab.ca 

The Commission may, within 30 days of the date of this decision and without notice, correct 
typographical, spelling and calculation errors and other similar types of errors and post the 
corrected decision on its website. 
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Decision 24843-D01-2019 (October 24, 2019) 1 

Alberta Utilities Commission 
Calgary, Alberta 

Renewable Energy Services Ltd. Decision 24843-D01-2019 
McLaughlin Wind Power Project Proceeding 24843 
Time Extension Applications 24843-A001 and 24843-A002 

1 Decision summary 

1. In this decision, the Alberta Utilities Commission considers whether to approve
applications from Renewable Energy Services Ltd. for a time extension to complete construction
of the McLaughlin Wind Power Plant and McLaughlin 423S Substation (the project) in the
Pincher Creek area. After consideration of the record of the proceeding, and for the reasons
outlined in this decision, the Commission finds that approval of the time extension is in the
public interest having regard to its social, economic, and other effects, including its effect on the
environment.

2 Introduction 

2. The Commission, in Decision 1976-D01-2018,1 granted Renewable Energy Services Ltd.
(RESL) approval to construct the McLaughlin Wind Power Project. The project consisted of a
46.2-megawatt (MW) wind power plant, designated as the McLaughlin Wind Power Plant, and
an associated substation, designated as the McLaughlin 423S Substation.

3. The power plant would be located on privately-owned land approximately
eight kilometres east of the town of Pincher Creek, in sections 22 and 23 of Township 6,
Range 29, west of the Fourth Meridian. The substation would be located in the southwest quarter
of Section 22, Township 6, Range 29, west of the Fourth Meridian. Approval 1976-D02-20182

(the original power plant approval) and Permit and Licence 1976-D03-20183 (the original
substation approval) stipulated a construction completion date of December 31, 2020, for the
project.

4. In a post-disposition letter in Proceeding 1976, RESL informed the Commission that it
would be unable to complete construction of the project by December 31, 2020, and requested
that the construction completion date be extended to December 31, 2022. The AUC created a
power plant stipulation application and a substation stipulation application on behalf of RESL,
pursuant to sections 11, 14, 15 and 19 of the Hydro and Electric Energy Act. The applications
were registered as applications 24843-A001 and 24843-A002 in Proceeding 24843 on
August 29, 2019.

1  Decision 1976-D01-2018, Renewable Energy Services Ltd. - McLaughlin Wind Power Plant and Substation, 
Proceeding 1976, Applications 1608592 and 1976-A001, February 23, 2018. 

2  Power Plant Approval 1976-D02-2018, Proceeding 1976, Application 1608592, February 23, 2018. 
3  Substation Permit and Licence 1976-D03-2018, Proceeding 1976, Application 1976-A001, February 23, 2018. 
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McLaughlin Wind Power Project Time Extension Renewable Energy Services Ltd. 

Decision 24843-D01-2019 (October 24, 2019) 2 

3 Discussion 

3.1 Application details 
5. RESL stated that a time extension was required to complete the project due to a delay in
the filing of the needs identification document (NID) and facility applications for the connection
of the project to the Alberta Interconnected Electric System. RESL explained that this delay was
the result of the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) needing to amend the NID application
which was outside of the control of RESL.

6. In response to an information request, RESL stated that AltaLink Management Ltd.
confirmed that it did not have any concerns with extending the construction completion date to
December 31, 2022. RESL stated that it would submit a change proposal to the AESO requesting
that the in-service date for the project interconnection be deferred to 2022.

7. RESL informed the Commission that a project update letter was sent to all previously
engaged stakeholders potentially affected by the project on August 28, 2019. RESL stated there
are no new stakeholders in the area and there are no unresolved stakeholder concerns in relation
to the time extension for the project.

8. RESL stated that there have been no changes to land development, land designations or
the number and proximity of dwellings that may affect the project’s compliance with
Rule 012: Noise Control.4

9. RESL stated that in order to maintain current wildlife surveys, it would repeat raptor nest
and sharp-tailed grouse lek surveys in 2020.5

10. RESL confirmed with Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) that the renewable energy
referral report for the project is valid and in force until March 28, 2022. RESL confirmed that all
of the environmental assessment components of the renewable energy referral report will need to
be updated in 2021 for the renewable energy referral report to be considered current up until
March 28, 2022. RESL confirmed that if construction does not begin prior to March 28, 2022,
then the renewable energy referral report would need to be updated.6

11. RESL committed to meeting some of the requirements of AEP’s Conservation and
Reclamation Directive for Renewable Energy Operations (C&R Directive) by completing the
required pre-disturbance soil and vegetation assessments prior to construction, and completing
post-construction and operational interim monitoring. RESL confirmed that it would conduct
annual post-construction vegetation health assessments on recovering sites in accordance with
the C&R Directive.7

4 Exhibit 24843-X0007, RESL Responses: AUC IR Round 1, PDF page 12. 
5 Exhibit 24843-X0007, RESL Responses: AUC IR Round 1, PDF page 9. 
6 Exhibit 24843-X0009, Appendix B: Email Correspondence with AEP, PDF page 1. 
7 Exhibit 24843-X0007, RESL Responses: AUC IR Round 1, PDF page 11. 
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McLaughlin Wind Power Project Time Extension Renewable Energy Services Ltd. 

Decision 24843-D01-2019 (October 24, 2019) 3 

3.2 Intervention 
12. The AESO filed a statement of intent to participate in the proceeding informing the
Commission that it had requested RESL correct its submissions by including updated
information with respect to the amended NID application for the power plant interconnection.
The AESO reserved the right to participate in Proceeding 24843 in the event that RESL did not
provide the Commission with updated information with respect to the AESO’s NID amendment
approval in Proceeding 21169.

13. RESL submitted a copy of a letter dated October 1, 2019, from the AESO to RESL,
which stated that the amendment to the NID application in Proceeding 21169 was in response to
RESL’s request to change the in-service date of the project.8 The AESO confirmed that RESL’s
submission of the October 1, 2019, letter satisfied the AESO’s concerns.9

4 Findings 

14. RESL has provided information on the need, nature and the duration of the requested
time extension. The time extension is not expected to affect compliance of the project with the
permissible sound levels outlined in Rule 012, nor result in any new effects on the environment.

15. Based on the information provided, the Commission finds that RESL has demonstrated
that the requested project time extension is of a minor nature.

16. The Commission finds that RESL conducted its participant involvement program in
accordance with Rule 007: Applications for Power Plants, Substations, Transmission Lines,
Industrial System Designations and Hydro Developments and that the program was adequate.

17. Due to the minor nature of the applications, and confirmation from RESL that a
participant involvement program had been conducted and the fact that there are no outstanding
public or industry objections or concerns from potentially affected stakeholders within
2,000 metres of the project, a notice was not issued. As the Commission considered that its
decision would not directly and adversely affect the right of a person pursuant to Section 9 of the
Alberta Utilities Commission Act, a hearing was not required.

18. The Commission expects RESL to update all wildlife surveys and the renewable energy
referral report as needed to ensure that they remain current.

19. Condition 8 of Approval 1976-D02-2018 states:

RESL shall complete a minimum of three years of post-construction bird and bat
mortality surveys, and submit the results of the surveys annually to AEP WM.10

20. Rule 033: Post-approval Monitoring Requirements for Wind and Solar Power Plants
came into force on July 1, 2019, and applies to all wind projects approved after
September 1, 2019. Accordingly, RESL must comply with the requirements of Rule 033.
Subsection 3(3) of Rule 033 requires approval holders to submit to AEP and the Commission

8  Exhibit 24843-X0013, Updated Information with respect to the NID 21169 Amendment. 
9  Exhibit 24843-X0015, AESO Letter to the AUC - confirmation re SIP. 
10  Power Plant Approval 1976-D02-2018, Proceeding 1976, Application 1608592, February 23, 2018. 
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McLaughlin Wind Power Project Time Extension Renewable Energy Services Ltd. 

Decision 24843-D01-2019 (October 24, 2019) 4 

annual post-construction monitoring survey reports. As such, Condition 8, as noted above, must 
be amended to reflect requirements of the recently published Rule 033. Therefore, Condition 8 of 
Approval 1976-D02-2018 is updated to state:  

RESL shall submit a post-construction monitoring survey report to AEP and the 
Commission within 13 months of the project becoming operational, and on or 
before the same date every subsequent year for which AEP requires surveys 
pursuant to Subsection 3(3) of Rule 033. 

21. The Commission notes that Approval 1976-D02-2018 also contains a number of other
environmental conditions. The Commission notes that conditions 6, 7 and 9 of
Approval 1976-D02-2018 are no longer necessary since Rule 033 has come into force.

22. The Commission considers that RESL has confirmed that all of the environmental
assessment components of the renewable energy referral report will need to be updated in 2021
in order that it remains current past March 28, 2022. Accordingly, If construction does not begin
by March 28, 2022, RESL must obtain an updated renewable energy referral report. To ensure
that an up to date referral report is in place at the time of construction the Commission finds that
the following condition is necessary:

At least 60 days prior to the commencement of construction, RESL shall file a letter with 
the Commission confirming (a) that the renewable energy referral report is current and 
(b) that RESL will implement any additional mitigation measures recommended by AEP.

23. The Commission notes that the Conservation and Reclamation Regulation was
amended to specifically address the reclamation of wind projects in Alberta. The effect of
these amendments is that “renewable energy operations,” which include wind projects,
are now expressly subject to the reclamation obligations set out in Section 137 of the
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act. Operators of renewable energy projects are
now required to obtain a reclamation certificate at the project’s end of life. The reclamation
process is administered by AEP, pursuant to the C&R Directive, which provides more detailed
information on conservation and reclamation planning and reclamation certificate requirements
for renewable energy operators in Alberta. The Commission notes that Condition 13 of Approval
1976-D02-2018 is no longer necessary with the recent amendments to the Conservation and
Reclamation Regulation.

24. Based on the foregoing, the Commission considers the project time extension to be in the
public interest in accordance with Section 17 of the Alberta Utilities Commission Act.

25. The Commission approves a time extension to December 31, 2022, to complete
construction of the power plant and substation, subject to the following conditions:

a. RESL shall submit a post-construction monitoring survey report to
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) and the Commission within 13 months of
the project becoming operational, and on or before the same date every
subsequent year for which AEP requires surveys, pursuant to Subsection 3(3) of
Rule 033: Post-approval Monitoring Requirements for Wind and Solar Power
Plants.
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b. At least 60 days prior to the commencement of construction, RESL shall file a
letter with the Commission confirming (a) that the renewable energy referral
report is current and (b) that RESL will implement any additional mitigation
measures recommended by AEP.

26. As stated in Decision 1976-D01-2018, the Commission expects RESL to follow through
on all commitments made during Proceeding 1976. Should the Commission receive a complaint
that RESL has not adhered to its commitments, the Commission may initiate a review in
accordance with Rule 016: Review of a Commission Decision.

5 Decision 

27. Pursuant to sections 11 and 19 of the Hydro and Electric Energy Act, the Commission
approves Application 24843-A001 and grants Renewable Energy Services Ltd. the approval set
out in Appendix 1 – Power Plant Approval 24843-D02-2019 – October 24, 2019.

28. Pursuant to sections 14, 15 and 19 of the Hydro and Electric Energy Act, the Commission
approves Application 24843-A002 and grants Renewable Energy Services Ltd. the approval set
out in Appendix 2 – Substation Permit and Licence 24843-D03-2019 – October 24, 2019.

29. The appendices will be distributed separately.

Dated on October 24, 2019. 

Alberta Utilities Commission 

(original signed by) 

Tracee Collins 
Commission Member 
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Appendix A – Summary of Commission directions and conditions requiring further 
submissions 

This section is intended to provide a summary of those directions and conditions that require 
follow-up with the Commission, for the convenience of readers. It is not intended to summarize 
all of the conditions imposed on the applicant. In the event of any difference between the 
directions and conditions in this section and those in the main body of the decision, the wording 
in the main body of the decision shall prevail. These directions and conditions will be tracked as 
conditions of Power Plant Approval 24843-D02-2019 using the AUC’s eFiling System.  

• RESL shall submit a post-construction monitoring survey report to Alberta Environment
and Parks (AEP) and the Commission within 13 months of the project becoming
operational, and on or before the same date every subsequent year for which AEP
requires surveys, pursuant to Subsection 3(3) of Rule 033: Post-approval Monitoring
Requirements for Wind and Solar Power Plants.

• At least 60 days prior to the commencement of construction, RESL shall file a letter with
the Commission confirming (a) that the renewable energy referral report is current and
(b) that RESL will implement any additional mitigation measures recommended by AEP.
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